Lab Report Format

Lab reports should be typed, 12 pt font and double- spaced. Title and subheadings need to be centered and bolded. Complete sentences and paragraph should be used throughout. 

Title

Put the title of the lab at the top of the first page. There is no need for a cover page.

Introduction

The introduction should make the purpose of the lab clear, including identifying the technique or process to be used. There should be 3- 5 sentences containing any background information necessary in order to understand the lab. 

Hypothesis

The hypothesis is a statement in which the writer predicts what will happen in the lab. It is often expressed as an if/ then statement, but does not have to be.

Procedure

The procedure will be written in paragraph form. In this paragraph you will relate in detail how you carried out the experiment. You will not list the materials to be used, because these materials will be described as you write out the procedure. The procedure must be written in past tense and you may not use any personal pronouns or references to persons. (ie. I, you, we, they, the class) An example of an acceptable statement in the procedure is: Five grams of salt were added to the beaker.

Data/Results

This section will contain all the data collected during the experiment. The data will be organized into tables, charts or graphs. All tables must have a title at the top describing what data the table contains. Tables must also have a table number. Charts and graphs must also have a title describing the data it contains. They will have figure numbers as well. Both will appear at the bottom of the chart or graph.

A paragraph briefly summarizing the data should be included as well. The data should only be described, not analyzed.

Conclusion

Your conclusion will describe your results in the data section in paragraph form. You must discuss the number values obtained in the experiment. You must also explain what those numbers mean. You must reflect on your hypothesis as well. Be sure to comment on how the data either supported or refuted your hypothesis. You should discuss any possible errors and explain how the lab may be improved.

