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SCIENCE LABORATORY SAFETY TEST 

1. Flammable materials, like alcohol, should never be dispensed or used near 

A. an open door. 

B. an open flame. 

C. another student. 

D. a sink. 

2. If a laboratory fire erupts, immediately 

A. notify your instructor. 

B. run for the fire extinguisher. 

C. throw water on the fire. 

D. open the windows. 

3. Approved eye protection devices (such as goggles) are worn in the laboratory 

A. to avoid eye strain. 

B. to improve your vision. 

C. only if you don't have corrective glasses. 

D. any time chemicals, heat or glassware are used.  

4. If you do not understand a direction or part of a lab procedure, you should 

A. figure it out as you do the lab. 

B. try several methods until something works. 

C. ask the instructor before proceeding. 

D. skip it and go on to the next part. 

5. After completing an experiment, all chemical wastes should be 

A. left at your lab station for the next class. 

B. disposed of according to your instructor's directions. 

C. dumped in the sink. 

D. taken home. 

6. If a lab experiment is not completed, you should 

A. discuss the issue with your instructor. 

B. sneak in after school and work alone. 

C. come in during lunch and finish while eating lunch. 

D. make up some results. 

7. You are heating a substance in a test tube. Always point the open end of the tube 

A. toward yourself. 

B. toward your lab partner. 

C. toward another classmate. 

D. away from all people. 



8. You are heating a piece of glass and now want to pick it up. You should 

A. use a rag or paper towels. 

B. pick up the end that looks cooler. 

C. use tongs. 

D. pour cold water on it. 

9. You have been injured in the laboratory (cut, burn, etc.). First you should 

A. visit the school nurse after class. 

B. see a doctor after school. 

C. tell the science instructor at once. 

D. apply first aid yourself. 

10. When gathering glassware and equipment for an experiment, you should 

A. read all directions carefully to know what 

equipment is necessary: 

B. examine all glassware to check for chips or cracks. 

C. clean any glassware that appears dirty. 

D. All of the above.  

11. Personal eyeglasses provide as much protection as 

A. a face shield. 

B. safety glasses. 

C. splashproof chemical goggles. 

D. none of the above. 

12. Long hair in the laboratory must be 

A. cut short. 

B. held away from the experiment with one hand. 

C. always neatly groomed. 

D. tied back or kept entirely out of the way with a hair band, hairpins, or other confining device. 

13. In a laboratory, the following should not be worn. 

A. loose clothing. 

B. dangling jewelry: 

C. sandals. 

D. all of the above. 

14. The following footwear is best in the laboratory: 

A. sandals 

B. open-toed shoes 

C. closed-toed shoes 

D. shoes appropriate for the weather 

15. Horseplay or practical jokes in the laboratory are 

A. always against the rules. 

B. okay. 

C. not dangerous. 

D. okay if you are working alone. 

16. If a piece of equipment is not working properly, stop, turn it off, and tell 

A. the custodian. 

B. your lab partner. 

C. your best friend in the class. 

D. the science instructor.  

True-False:  

_____ Return all unused chemicals to their original containers. 

__ Work areas should be kept clean and tidy 
_____Laboratory work can be started immediately upon entering the laboratory even if the instructor is not yet present. 

_____Never remove chemicals or other equipment from the laboratory 



__Chipped or cracked glassware is okay to use. 

_____ Read all procedures thoroughly before entering the laboratory 

_____ You are allowed to enter the chemical preparation/storage area any time you need to get an item. 

_____Laboratory aprons should be worn during all lab activities. 

_____It's okay to pick up broken glass with your bare hands as long as the glass is placed in the trash. 

_____Never leave a lit burner unattended. 
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Peabody Veterans Memorial High School

Lab Safety Agreement

Purpose 

Science classes often involve hands-on laboratory activities. Many labs will involve potentially hazardous chemicals and materials. I refer to them as potentially hazardous because they are only hazardous if used inappropriately. There is no place in our class for unsafe use of materials. Thus, you will need to either be safe or be out  To guide you to be safe, I am giving you this lab safety contract. It contains guidelines for safe behavior in our class. You must read this contract carefully, have your parents read it and you both must sign it and return it to me. Only after I have your signed copy of this agreement will you be able to participate in any lab activities in this class. As such, it is a good idea to print up an extra copy for you to keep in your binder for reference. 

General guidelines 

1. Conduct yourself responsibly at all times. 

2. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully. Ask questions if you do not understand. 

3. No student is allowed in the classroom without a teacher. If there is no teacher or aide in the room, DO 

NOT ENTER! 

4. Do not touch any equipment or materials before instructed to do so. 

5. NO FOOD OR WATER IN THE LAB!!! 

6. Never start the lab unless you have received prior approval from me. 

7. Always read the lab packet before you perform the lab. 

8. Keep your work area neat and clean. 

9. Leave your backpack under your chair at all times (never in the aisles, or in the lab area). 

10. Never leave liquid-filled containers uncovered unless instructed to do so. 

11. Know the location and operation of all safety equipment. 

12. Do not run, shout, or throw things in the lab. 

13. Notify me if an unsafe condition exists in the classroom. 

14. Dispose of all chemicals properly. I will instruct you about how to dispose of specific chemicals. 

15. Keep your hands away from your face while doing labs. Also, always wash your hands after the clean-up 

is complete. 

16. Rinse out all glassware and leave it to dry in the designated locations. 

17. Stay at your lab bench during labs. 

18. Know what to do if there is a fire drill.  

19. Carry sharps appropriately; tips down and away. 

Accidents 

1. Immediately report ALL injuries, no matter how minor, to me. 

2. Use the eyewash or shower if you are splashed with a chemical. Always assume that the chemicals are hazardous. Almost all of the labs we perform in our class will not involve hazardous chemicals. 

3. If a fire erupts, tell teacher and get out immediately.
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Clothing 

1. Goggles, aprons and gloves must be worn unless otherwise instructed. 

2. Only close-toed shoes may be worn on lab days NO SANDALS. 

3. Tie long hair behind your head. 

4. No loose clothing or jewelry. 

Handling Chemicals 

1. Consider all lab chemicals to be hazardous. 

2. Double check the label before using a chemical 

3. Take only the amount of chemical you will use. 

4. Never return unused chemicals to their original container (see # 14 above). 

5. Never let a chemical near your mouth. 

6. Never remove chemicals or other materials from the lab. 

7. Always hold chemical bottles with two hands when transporting them. 

Handling Glassware 

1. Never handle broken glass. If a piece of glassware breaks, notify me immediately and I will dispose of it. 

2. Never use chipped glassware. 

3. Never handle heated glassware directly. Use tongs or heat resistant gloves.

Heating Substances 

1. Use caution when heating something with a Bunsen burner or hot plate. Do not put any substance in the flame, and always light the burner at arm's length. 

2. Never leave a lit burner unattended. 

3. Never look into a container that is being heated. Point the open end of the container away from everyone.
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Student 

I, ________________, have read and understand the guidelines listed in the Lab Safety Agreement. I promise to follow these guidelines. I understand that failure to follow these or other verbal guidelines may result in removal from the lab, detention, failure and/or dismissal from the course. 

Signature 

Parent or Guardian 



Date 

I ,


 have read and understand the guidelines listed in the Lab Safety Agreement. I understand that my child is expected to follow these guidelines. I also understand the consequences of my child's failure to abide by these guidelines. 

Signature 



Date 
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